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MINISTERIAL PATRIOTISM 


DETECTED, &c. 


NLP POSITION to the mea- 
*. 0 ſures of goverment, Whether 
good or bad, is no new thing 
D in this or any other country, 
where the people hade any ſhare in the 
legiſlature. For wherever that circum- 
ſtance is found, materials for the advance- 
ment of private views abundately oc- 
cur: and in proportion to the importance 
of ſuci a country, ſubjects ambitious of 
preferment have more incentives to 
urge them on to purſuits of this na- 
ture, more inſtruments to aſſiſt them in 
f 9 , their 
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their undertaking, and more pretexts to 
delude and to impoſe upon the multitude. 
The employments 1 in ſuch a country muſt 
neceſſarily be numerous and lucrative 
the engagements of the publick frequent 
and expenſive, the dangers from its neigh- 
bours greater, their jealouſy and ill-will 
more to be apprehended, and. conſe- 
quently with more privacy and caution 
eounteracted. This enables artful men to 
raiſe murmurs againſt the moſt of nece- 
ſſary charges of the ſtate, and to quarrel 
with the beſt means of publick ſecurity 
with a manifeſt advantage, becauſe it is 
eaſy to diſpute the wiſdom of meafures, 
which can never be intirely diſcloſed till 
they are fully executed, and the poi- 
fon infuſed into the people has perform- 
ed its operation before the nature of 
the thing can poſſibly admit a detection 
of the falſities and miſrepreſentations em- 
ployed againſt them; while the publick, 
already prejudiced, never give themſelves 
the trouble to examine what 1s paſt; either 
taking 
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taking more delight in the diſcovery of 
error, than in the perſuit of truth; or net 

having the means furniſhed with equal f 
induſtry, or being diverted by ſome freſh 
objection, ſtarted to ſome new conduct. 


In proportion to the riches of any coun- 
try, poverty becomes more preſſing upon 
many by a natural contraſt. In all ſuch 
countries the wretched are certainly more 
wretched than in others which flouriſh 
leſs; becauſe the neceſſaries of life are 
dear, and not to be had without that 
induſtry, which numbers will be found 
to want, in all places, however opportune 
the means of employment may be ; and 
men of this kind may be induſtrious in a 
faction, which is carried on by noiſe, drunk- 
enneſs and riot, when they can be ſo in 
nothing elſe. In all trading countries the 
proſpect of gain allur es many to adven- 
turous undertakings above their abilites, by 
which ſome muſt be undone, and theſe 
never fail to attribute to miſmanagements 

of 
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of government, | thoſe . evils which ariſe 
from their own floth, incapacity or avarice. 
Again, in ſuch countries, the luxury 
of ſome induces others to follow them in 
the ſame expence, to the ruin of them- 
ſelves and of their families, and the genera- 
lity of theſe unite in views of a like nature, 
As in all populous countries, from a variety 
of diſtreſs, ſuch objects muſt be very nume- 
rous; ſo from the very numbers of a peo- 
ple alone, faction always derives a great 
advantage, ſince from the difference of 
diſpoſitions, with which men are born in- 
to the world, ſome will infallibly ariſe 
from time to time, framed by nature it- 
ſelf of a reſtleſs and diſcontented temper ; 
form'd, whether they have cauſe for it 
or not, to be as well a torment to them- 
ſelves, as a plague to the ſociety in which 
they live.——Nor can Oppoſition, right 
or wrong, want even property to gild it 
over and to grace it; for men ariſing 
from the loweſt level of the people, and 
advancing into conſiderable and ealy 
fortunes 
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fortunes, are by a natural conſequence, 
too often led to conſpite againſt that very 
felicity, peace, quiet and proſperity, to 
which alone they have owed their exiſt- 
ence. Arrogance and pride, without 
a more than common ſhare of under- 
ſtanding, are the univerſal product of 
all haſty advancement. Theſe men re- 
pine at what they never before had lei- 
ſure to conſider; that there is ſtill a cer- 
tain difference between their condition 
and that of another rank, which they 
cannot remedy by all their efforts to ex- 


ceed them in expence. This ſome- 
thing, which they find ſtill wanting, 


ſours them with their own ſtate, and in- 


clines them to fall in with any popular 
diſcontent; partly, to gratify their vanity 
in inſulting thoſe above them; and partly, 
to create a chaos, out of which they 
hope to emerge upon a level with thoſe 
they envy.— From whence the obſervation 


. moſt true, that all nations, in pro- 


portion 
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portion to their increaſe, grow turbulent 
and factious, and from this quarter ariſe 
thoſe levelling ſchemes, in the contention 
for which, ſooner or later, anarchy en- 
ſues; and in proceſs of time, the Joſs 
of that real liberty, whoſe: ſacred name 
is often fpeciouſly prophaned by malice 
and ambition. Even liberty itſelf, the 
more perfect it is, produces theſe ef- 
fects more ſtrongly ; for wantonneſs and 
licentiouſneſs, which are its evil Genii, 
tempt all depraved tempers to abuſe it, 
and expoſe many to the laſh of the laws, 
and to the juſt indignation of power ; 
whichnone who feel forgive, however they 
deferve it. At the ſame time, the natural 
tendency in all mankind to expe& more 
' favour than they merit, provokes unjuſt 
refentments againſt government, and a 
certain infirmity (of which we all in ſome 
degree partake) to be uneaſy with what 
we have, and to endeavour after more, 


inclines multitudes, either out of views of 
private 
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private benefit to themſelves, or general 
views of encreaſe of privilege to the order 


in which they ſtand, to follow any ſet 


of men, who take the lead in oppoſition of 


any kind. All theſe move by a ſecret 
principle to that quarter where it erects its 
Standard, be it juſt or unjuſt, be it to 
ny or to deſtroy their Ou 


? 


” Py party becomes, in ſome 
oonjunctures, of very beneficial conſe- 
quences, when it is led by men of honeſt 
views ; und equally pernicious in others, 
when conducted by men of a different 
character. in the firſt caſe it is an p- 
Poſitio lion; in the ſecond i it is a a fackion. 


This I have premiſed to give a general 
idea of the nature of oppoſition and faction 
in this country, that I may with more fa- 
cility lay open to the public what I have 
to offer as to the oppoſition at this time 
—and I think if!'\my duty to offer, be- 
cauſe I will be bold to affirm, that many 


are 
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* are groſsly deceived in it, and that in- 
| ſtead of oppoling a treacherous faction, 
| they really are ſetting themſelves up a- 
gainſt a truly laudable Oppoſition, 


To prove which, it may not be im- 
proper to recollect, that the firſt ſtep to 
abſolute power taken by the late mi- 
niſter, viz. The diſmiſſion of an able ſer- 
vant of the crown, was diſregarded, and 

in a manner overlooked by the leaders 
of the preſent oppoſition. So far were 
they from deſigning to oppoſe, as has 
been ſo invidiquſly reported. 


| But. when. they | firſt began to. exert 
in themſelves, every truly Britiſh heart had 
too great reaſon to rouſe itſelf. Fhe 
old and faithful ſervants of the King, 
who after having à long time executed 
the duty of their high offices, with the 
greateſt honour and integrity, were ſup- 
planted by the mean practices of a 
your ſtateſman ; they ſaw the new 
| miniſter 
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miniſter endeavouring to eſtabliſh him- 
ſelf-in the. moſt dangerous and uncon- 


ſtitutional manner; they ſaw the great 
offices of the ſtate filled by men of 
whom they had the greateſt dſtruſt ; 
they ſaw the miniſter promoting. the in- 
tereſts of his poor countrynien with the 
utmoſt partiality, and they ſaw' him ſtu- 
dying how to avoid war, as the means to 
procure the eaſe and continuance - of his 
adminiſtration — he knew that-in war 
Engliſhmen, military-men, and active 
ſpirits, muſt, by degrees, obtaiti ſome 
ſhare of power, which he was determin- 
ed to engroſs: they were alarmed at 
the diſadvantageous peace he made, by 
which - France was in a manner ſaved 
from ruin, and the immenſe treaſure 
which had been expended in the late 
glorious: war, caſt away they ſaw the 
faith of this nation .betrayed, and its al- 
lies'deſerted—they alſo ſaw a fatal ſtroke 
given to liberty, by opening a door to 
a general exciſe, — From all that we 

C have 


have here obſerved, it is very notorious, 
that the preſent oppoſition is founded on 
the moſt juſt and legal principles. That 
the plain origin, and avow'd views of 


the oppoſition, were the removal of the 


miniſter, and the change of this meaſure. 
— That they never meant, nor ever in- 


. tended any otherwiſe ; and what man is 


there that can deny, that the leaders of 


the late oppoſition, have acted conſiſt- 
ently, and honeſtly. 


Now that this is true, and rather to 
illuſtratre than to prove this (for things 
ſelf-evident, and what ariſes from the re- 
collection of facts, neither will admit, 
nor ſtand in need of proof) I ſhall make 
it the ſubject of the following pages, to 
give an impartial review of affairs from 
the riſe of the preſent oppoſition to the 
reſignation of the late miniſter. “ 

x The 
* As the following light review is taken, 


collected from and checked with every thing 1 


Sh | 

The French ambaſſador to the court 
of Spain, knowing that this monarch 
had ever confidered himſelf as the li- 
nial heir to the crown of Portugal, and 
would be glad of an opportunity of 
ſeizing on it, endeavoured to perſuade 
M. de Squillacci, the Spaniſh miniſter, 
that his maſter's colonies in North Ame- 
rica would, in a ſhort time fall a prey 
to the aſpiring ambition and deſpoticiſm 
of Great Britain, if | the French iſlands 
continued to be taken, without the pro. 
greſs of the victor was ſoon ſtopped. — 
Theſe arguments with the help of a good 
round ſum, made an impreſſion on the 
miniſter, whoſe perſuaſions had the ſame 
effect on his maſter. Nevertheleſs the 
king of Spain's firm intention of ſeizing 
Portugal was the ſole motive of taking 
part with France againſt England. 
Accordingly the Family Compact was 

| figned 
has been writ on the ſubje, it is hoped it will prove 


both impartial and authentick, as the author is 
far from deſigning to miſlead. 


[ 16 ] 


ſigned at Verſailles by the marquiſs of 
Grimaldi on the fifteenth of Auguſt, and 
ratified on the eighth of September, 
whereby it was mutually agreed, that 
France ſhould furniſh Spain with forces 


againſt Portugal, and Spain was to join 


When the 


France againſt England. 


Plan of the ſeparate negotiation between 


England and France had been ſettled, 
M. de Buſſy delivered a memorial, inti- 
mating, that the king of Spain was de- 
ſirous of ſettling his differences with 
Great Britain at the time that France 
did. Mr. P— r immediately ſaw the 
inſincerity of France, and returned this 
memorial, Both Lord T—M— and 
Mr. P— 7 were fo well acquainted with 
the hoſtile deſigns of the two courts of 
France and Spain, that they expatiated 
on theſe particulars in council, and gave 
their advice to recall Lord B—sT—r, 
and that an armament ſhould immedi- 
ately proceed to the Mediterranean, and 
ſtrike ſome ſtroke of importance, unleſs 

| T0] Spain 
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Spain gave immediate ſatisfaclion to the. 
court of Great Britain; they declared, 
that ſhould his propoſal be rejected, they 
would reſign their employments; Mr. 
P—T faying, „This was the time for 
« humbling the whole houſe of Bour- 
bon; that if this opportunity was let 
« ſlip, it might never be recovered ; and 
&« if he could not prevail in this inſtance, 
« he was reſolved that this was the /a/t 
« time he ſhould fit in that council.“ 
Therefore upon their advice being re- 
jected they reſigned, 


Lord B—sT—-L, the Engliſh ambaſ- 
ſador at Madrid, was however by the 
K—eg's order directed to demand an ex- 
planation of the ſecret treaty, or family 
compact, ratified between the courts of 
France. and Spain, and to declare that a 
refuſal would be looked upon as a de- 
claration of war. In the mean time pre- 
parations were making for the eyent, 


In 
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In the month of October, admiral 
Rodney, failed from Portſmouth with a 
ſquadron of ſhips, having under convoy 
a number of tranſports, with orders to 
touch at Belleiſle, and take on board four 
battalions, and from thence to Barba- 
does to join general Monckton, at the 
head of a ſtrong body of forces from 
North America, and then proceed to the 
execution of the projected invaſion of 
Martinico, a plan of the conqueſt of 
which had been formed, but was ſome- 
what retarded, during the late admini- 
ſtration of Mr. P—T, (notwithſtanding 
the partizans of the late miniſters, have, 
in the moſt pitiful manner, attributed the 
honour of it to themſelves) by the negotia- 
tions of the peace.—On the eighth ofJanu- 
ary the fleet and tranſports anchoredſin St. 
Anne's Bay. — The troops being land- 
ed at Caſs des Navires, and reinforced 
with two battalions of marines : the ge- 
neral reſolved to beſiege the town of Fort 

| | Royal 
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Royal, and immediately attacked the 
heights of Garnier and Tortueſon, which 
the enemy had fortified. Soon in the 
Morning they were in poſſeſſion of Morne 
Tortueſon, and all its fortifications, Morne 
Gamier being higher and more inac- 
ceſſable, was deemed impracticable. On 
the fourth of February the citadel was 
delivered up to the Engliſh, and next 
morning the whole garriſon, amounting 
to eight hundred, marched out with the 
honours of war. 


The Earl of B—=sT—l as has been be- 
fore recited, was, by the direction of his 
M——y, ordered to require a categori- 
cal declaration, with regard to the treaty 
between the courts of Verſailles and 
Madrid, and after having ſeveral times 
defired an anſwer in the genteeleſt and 


mildeſt terms in vain, he at laſt peremp- 
torily declared, that if the court of Spain 
ſhould refuſe a poſitive explanation, he 


ſhould 
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ſhould look upon the refuſal as a de: 


claration of war, and be obliged to re- 
tire from the court of Madrid. The 
Spaniſh miniſter replied, That ſuch a 
ſtep could only be ſuggeſted by the ſpi- 
rit of haughtineſs and diſcord, which for 
the misfortune of mankind, ſtill reigned 


but too much in the Britiſh govern- 


ment, that it was in that very mos 


ment the war was declared : accord- 


ingly Lord B—-sT—L quitted the court 


of Spain, the ſeventeenth of December, 


and the Count de Fuentes, the Spapiſh 


miniſter in London, ſet out on his re- 


turn the twenty - fifth of December, after 
having delivered a very extraordinary pa- 
per to the earl of EG- EM-, who had 


ſucceeded Mr. P 1 as ſecretary of ſtate 


for the ſouthern department, in which 
the anſwer of the Spaniſh court was re- 
peated, and the conduct of Mr. P- 1 
handled and drawn out in the falſeſt 


colours. On the fourth day of January 
war 
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war was declared in London in the uſual. 


form, and on the nineteenth, the King 
communicated it to both houſes of par- 
liament. 


As the chief reaſon of the King of 
Spain's making war, as has been before 
hinted, was his deſign of ſeizing the 
crown of Portugal, therefore his troops 
were immediately ordered to march to- 
wards the frontiers of that kingdom, as 
its King had refuſed to break with Eng- 
land, and agreeing to the - memorials 
preſented to him for that purpoſe by 
the French and Spaniſh miniſters at Liſ- 
bon, Great Britain had before this re- 
ſolved to ſuccour the King of Portugal, 
on account of their commerical intereſt 
with that kingdom; therefore we ſingly 
undertook its defence, though other pow- 
ers had as much -intereſt, and were as 
deeply concerned in its independance, 
* will therefore (as a late writer ob- 
| D ſerves) 


| 
| 
; 
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ſerves): readily perceive the coſummate 
wiſdom of our new guides, who ſo ea- 
gerly began with a burden of ſupporting 
that war, affording, at the ſame time, 
an opportunity for other ſtates to run a- 
way with the profit of the trade. 


I ſhall now beg leave of my readers 
to paſs on to the teduction of the Ha- 
vanna, about which the late miniſtry 


have made ſo much noiſe, arrogating to 


themſelves in their uſual diſintereſted 
manner, the honour of a ſucceſsful ex- 
pedition; the plan of which was formed 
by an able and experienced commander, 
as the following account will ſufficiently 
evince—— Admiral Kn—-—s, in his re- 
turn from Jamaica in the year 17 56, 
touched at the Havannah, where he took 


exact plans of all its fortifications; and 


every thing that was material; and at 
the breaking out of the late Spaniſh war, 
theſe * Utvghts W at the Duke of 
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Cups requeſt, ſhewn to him for 
his approbation. His Royal Highneſs 
highly approving of them, ſent them 
with a plan of an expedition to the pre- 
ſent miniſtry : the plan was however 
diſapproved” by Lord A— v, who had 
formed a plan of his own, and had be- 


gun to make preparations for putting it 


into execution ; accordingly a large flect 
was equipped immediately, conſiſting of 
nineteen ſhips of the line, and about 
eighteen frigates, under the command af 
Sir G—e P—ck, with a number of 
tranſports, having on board near 10,000 
troops, commanded by Lord A——LE, 
which were immediately directed againſt 
Fort Moro, a ſtrong place, which had the 
command of both harbour and town, af- 


ter opr, inceſſant fire, being kept for a 


long time, a ſmall breach was made, and 


ordered to be immediately ſtormed ; a 
{mall body of forces immediately mount- 
ed the br each, and after having fought 
vigorouſly, near half an hour, the place 


Was 
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was taken. The governor Don Juan des 
Valaſquez fell, as he was bravely defend- 
ing the colours. — It is therefore evident, 
that the honour of this expedition is due 
to no man, but the late Lord A——v, 
and the preſent L— H——— ; in the 
preſence of the late miniſter declared, 
that it was planned by Lord A N, let 
us therefore, ſays he, do honour to the 


| dead,” „ 


After having re-taken NeSfoundland, | 


about the middle of May, the growing 
oppoſition began to ſhew itſelf. Thoſe 


old and faithful ſervants of their King 
could not, but with the utmoſt concern, 


behold. the great number of Peers, then 
created ; they perceived the growing 
power of the S—ch, and the partial de- 


ſigns of the miniſter, with regard to his 
countrymen, who were now openly 
ſhoved into every: lucrative office, white 
Engliſhmen, who had really diſtinguiſh- 
ed themſelves in the ſervice of their King, 
were diſre zarded * over- looked ; they 


ſaw 
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ſaw the weak foundation on which the 
miniſter was building his popularity ; 
they beheld with contempt the partizans 
of a Sch adminiſtration, endeavouring 
to poiſon the minds of the people, and 
by clouds of calumny, and falſhood, to 
prejudice them in their opinion of thoſe 
worthy | patriots,” Lord T—Mep—e, and 
Mr. P— r, whoſe reputation were eſta- 
bliſhed on grounds too ſolid to be ſhaken 
by the wicked inſinuations of ſuch an 
hireling crew. They plainly perceived 
the miniſter doing his utmoſt to en- 
groſs the favours of his Sovereign, and 
to weaken theie: intereſts and Power. 


Therefore they just thought Reſignation 
the moſt honourable expedient to break 
with a miniſter, whoſe 'views, and the 
tenor of whoſe conduct were ſo directly 
oppoſite to theirs/' Accordingly May 26, 
1762, the Duke of N——rF, (whom 
the S—ch party oppoſed) reſigned his 
office of firſt lord commiſſioner of the 
treaſury. The refuſal of the juſt de- 

mands 
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mand of the K— of Pr—'s- ſabfidy, 
which had been long promiſed, is ſaid to 
be the reaſon ef this Noble Lord's reſig · 
nation; and it is highly prohable it ſhould 
be true, as his grace is well known to 
be a man of ſtrict honour and integrity 3 
it is therefare natural ta ſuppoſe, he 
ſhould decline a concutrence with mea- 
ſures, Which have added ſo much difhan- 
qur to Great Britain, by ſo public vio- 
lation of its Faith. The new miniſter di- 
realy ſaw it would be neceſſary to pitch 
upon. ſome , piece of policy to alleviate 
the extreme ſurpriſe they well knew the 
people would be (as they indeed were) 
ſtruck with, at this alteration; they there- 
fare bethought themſelyes of the hack- 
ney ꝗ method of abuſing this nobleman, 
and the whole party, who- had declared 
3 diſlike of the miniſterial; proceedings; 
the words of one of their moſt deſpica- 
ble hireling adyocates, publiſned weękly, 
under the falſe title of IRB BRITON ; 2 
paper which, for the ſhort time it lived, 
. en, filled with the moſt impa- 
dens 
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Il I , ; . 
dent and abuſſye ſcurrility; a paper which | 
ever tected with ſuch wretched, dull, | 
ſpiritieſs notiſenſe, as ſoon e it ines : 


the moſt univerſal TIES | 
The week following the firſt publi- | 
| cation of this miniſtefial trumpetor of lies, 


a periodical advocate for the oppoſite dey 
called The Not TH BRI Ten, made its 
appearance; a paper which on the con- 
| ttary was always filled with the moſt 
noble and bold ſentiments, and ſuch 'as 
were ever ſupported by facts, cominonly 
E well known: it is therefore no wonder 
? that this paper ſoon became as famous; 
and high in reputation, as the other be- 
came low and mn 
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The great Honour the Nokvs _ 
rod im mediately acquired; excited the 
envy of the then miniſterial partizatis. 
The AUpfrok therefore followed the 
very next week; and though the author 
of it was well known ta be He Scotuls- 
7 9 man 
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man, it nevertheleſs met with as - poor 2 
reception as the BRIToMits producti- 
ons which were generally full of rancour 
and ſcurrilous falſhoods, ſoon brought on 
its decay, and ſhortly extinguiſhed it. 


The public however, at leaſt the im- 
partial part of it, ſoon ſaw thro' their 
intentions, and inſtead of gliding with 
the ſtream of abuſe, theſe wretched ſcrib- 
lers had poured ſorth on the Nobleman, 
who had ſo lately re ſigned, it rather 
helped to confirm them in their good 
opinion of him, and eſtabliſhed that re- 
putation he had ſo highly merited. 


If the people were ſurprized at the late 
alteration, how much more were they ſo 
when the Earl of B—e was promoted to 
the high office, which had been hitherto 
filled by an Engliſhman, who had 
kept up the dignity of his poſt with the 


higheſt and moſt honourable, as well as 
noble, actions; how were they ſur- 
Kg | prized 
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prized, I ſay, to ſee a $——man, a man 
whoſe countrymen had fo lately been in 
arms againſt their Sovereign, a man who 
never ſignalized himſelf in any public 
affair, a man who had no experience in 
the buſineſs, ſucceed to a poſt, which 
ſhould be always filled by the moſt a- 
ble and experienced ſtateſman, - The En- 
gliſh were immediately alarmed at the 
great power, and the almoſt univerſal | 
diſpoſal of revenue: employments veſted 
in a man, who they could conſider no 

otherwiſe than an enemy to the in- 
| tereſt of their King : they there- 
fore openly profeſſed themſelves his op- 
poſers, and declared their diſlike of fo 
abrupt a meaſure, by an univerſal con- 
tention. . .. 

In the mean time the German war 
was carried on with great ſlowneſs. The 
hereditary Prince having on the nine- 
on” E tecnth 


; Propoſed to the King of F 
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teenth of April taken the caſtle: of 
Arensburg, and the allies having got poſ- 
ſeſſion of Feztsburg, Lohr, and Guderſ- 
burg. The French took the caſtle of 
Amoeneberg. But Prince Ferdinand, 
(who knew a negociation for peace was 
on the carpet) firmly reſolved not to 
cloſe the campaign, till he had gained 
ſomething equal to it ; he therefore de- 
tached Prince Frederick of Brunſwick to 
lay ſiege to Caſſel ; which on the firſt of 
November ſurrendered, and two days af- 
ter the preliminaries of the peace were 


ſigned. 


As the death of the empreſs of Ruſ- 
ſia, and the depoſition and exit of her 
ſucceſſor, together with the neutrality 
a, by ſe- 


veal, Princes of the Empire, and the 
good fortune the Pruſſian monarch from 
that means, ſoon enjoy'd are already, 
1. . ined. too 
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too ſuſſiciently known to need a recital: 
I ſhall therefore paſs on to — _ 
more nearly concern us. F 


The E-— of B— Sende his pro- 
motion, was inſtalled knight of the garter, 
with his Royal Highneſs, P———e 
W———m H——y, ſecond brother to 
the K—g. The diſcontent and diflike of 
the miniſter was by this time conſiderably 


encreaſed, the D—e of Dre, an old 


ſervant. of the crown, reſigned his office 
of Lord Chamberlain, as did the marquiſt 
of R———n his, of firſt lord of the 
bed- chamber, the jealouſies between the 
two nations of Scotland and England, were 
openly revived. The partizans of the mi- 
niſter reaſſumed the old forgotten title of 
Tory, and in like manner, gave that of 
Whig, (which has ever been the moſt re- 
ſpektable) to the oppoſite fide, The 
D eſpecially the miniſter, and his ad- 


vocates 
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vocates, endeavoured to perſuade the peo- 
ple, that any encouragement given to tlie 
whigs, would be only lay ing a founda- 
tion, for a moſt treacherous, and ran- 
courous faction, which they would fain 
have had them believe was about to break 
out; they ſet all engines to work to de- 
fame and ſcandalize the moſt reputable 
members of the oppoſition, even one of 
the blood royal, and a near relation of 
the King, did not eſcape the torrent of 
ſlander and malicious abuſe,” ſo liberally 
pour d forth on thoſe real friends of their 
country, who in the moſt generous and 
diſtintereſted manner, had taken on them- 
ſelves the glorious taſk of oppoſing and 
defeating the various, "ning? * 'of 
TOO * S997! 


j 


'Qne 1 the remarkable eren which 
diſtinguiſhed the E—!I of B—zs admi- 


funken, was 'the panes * he prelimi- 
| NY 
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nary articles of which were fign'd by the 
different miniſtersof Great Britain, France, 
Spain and Portugal, November 3, 1762, 
At the meeting of the parliament, on the 
2 5th, the articles were taken into conſider- 
ation, and though approved of by the 
majority in the houſe, ' nevertheleſs failed 
not to excite the general. murmur of the 
people, as ſeveral of the articles were 
look'd upon as inſecure, and the advantages 
gained by them unixerſally thought very 
inadequate to the great ſums expended, 
and many thouſands of lives loſt, during 
ſo tedious and expenſive a war. 


When the ways and means came to be 
| Conſidered on, it was refolv'd- to lay an 
exciſe tax on cyder and perry, Now if the 
miniſter really had had the good of the 
nation at heart, and been deſirous of 
pleaſing the people, what a fine field was 


here, to diſplay his patriotſm;. would not 
I ; a 
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z firm [oppoſition to this alarming and diſ- 
agrecable tax, have at once crowned his 
popularity, would not the murmurings of 
the publick, have been immediately 
ehang'd into the warmeſt exclamations of 
gratitude and approbation? This then, 
this is a convincing argument, that the 
miniſter, was either very unqualified for 
the high poſt he filled, or elſe actuated by 
motives, which will ever add Diſgrare 
to the name of ſcotch, 


Ns fooner were the city of London ac- 


quainted with this bill, than a court of 
Common Council was inſtantly called, 


and it was gloriouſly teſolved to petition 
the houſe againſt it. 


The bill however after a long conteſt, 
received the royal affent ; the popular cla- 
mour, which by this opened a door to a 
general Exciſe, us ſo july excited, ran 
| | ſo 
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ſo high, and the general murmurings ob 
the publick were fo very loud againſt the 
miniſter, that he thought reſignation would 
be the moſt prudent ſtep he could take. 
On the eighth of April, therefore he gave 
up his poſt and retired to his ſeat at Har- 
rowgate in Yorkſhire, after having held 
the reins of adminiſtration, ten months 
and ten days, during which time his 
boundeſs ambition, and barefaced partia- 
lity had deprived the nation, of its wanted 
harmony and repoſe, and in a manner 
driven from the ſervice of the King, thoſe 
worthy ſtateſman, who had long ſince 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves, to be men of 
che greateſt honour and abilities, and ever 
ſnewed themſelves capable of the high 
poſts they enjoy'd. 


I would now aſk every impartial 
perſon, if the preſent oppoſition, | de- 
ſerves the name of FAacT1on, or if he 

leaders 
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leaders of it, have acted in a manner, 
any way unbecoming, perſons who pro- 
feſs themſelves, to be friends and well 
wiſhers to their King, and Country ? 


Certainly no ! it muſt be univerſally al- 
lowed that they have done no more than 


their duty to their fellow countrymen re- 


quired, and in ſpite of the various endea- 
vours of their enemies to traduce their 
characters and ruin them, in the opinion 


of the public; they muſt and ever will 


meet, with that general approbation and 
gratitude, which honeſt minds alone 
deſerve. 


td. 


The following is 4 Tranſlation of the remarkable 


Paper, delivered by the Count de Fuentes, Am- 
zaſſador, at the Court of London, fer the Court 
of Spain, Dec. 25. 1761. 


« The count de Fuentes, the Catholic king's 
ambaſſador to his Britannic majeſty, bas juſt re- 
ceived a courier from his court, by whom he is 
informed, that my lord Briſtol, his Britannic ma- 
jeſty's 
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jeſty's ambaſſador at the court of Madrid, has ſaid 
to his excellency Mr. Wall, miniſter of ſtate, that 
he had orders to demand a poſitive and categori- t 
cal anſwer to this queſtion, viz. If Spain thinks 
of allying herſelf with France againſt England ; ” 
and to declare, at the ſame time, that he ſhould 
take a refuſal to his demand for an aggreſſion and 
declaration of war; and that he ſhould in conſe- 
quence be obliged to retire from the court of 
Spain, The above miniſter of ſtate anſwered him, 
That ſuch a ſtep could only be ſuggeſted by the 
ſpirit of haughtineſs and diſcord, which, for the 
misfortune of mankind, till reigns but too much 
in the Britiſh government : that it was in that 
very moment that the war was declared, and the 
king's dignity violently attached, and that he 
might retire how and-when he ſhould think pro- 


per, 


c The count de Fuentes is in conſequence or- 
dered to leave the court and the dominions of Eng- 
land; and to declare to the Britiſh king, to the 
Engliſh nation, and to the whole univerſe, that 
the horrors into which the Spaniſh and Engliſh na- 
tions are going to plunge themſelves, muſt be at- 
tributed only to the pride, and to the unmeaſure- 
able ambition of him who has held the reins of the 
government, and who appears ſtill to hold them, 
altho* by another hand: that if his Catholic ma- 

F jeſty 
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jeſty excuſed himſelf from anſwering on the treaty 
in queſtion between his Catholic majeſty and his 
moſt Chriſtian majeſty, which is believed to have 
been ſigned the 15th of Auguſt, and wherein it is 
pretended there are conditions relative to England, 
he had very good reaſons : firſt, the king's dignity, 
required him to manifeſt his juſt reſentment of the 
little management, or to ſpeak. more properly, of 
the inſulting manner with which all the affairs of 
Spain have been treated during Mr, Pitt's admi- 
niſtration, who, finding himſelf convinced of the 
Juſtice, which ſupported the king in his preten- 
ſions, his ordinary and laſt anſwer was, That he 
would not relax in anything till the Tower of 
London was taken ſword in hand, 


Beſides, his majeſty was much ſhocked to hear 
che haughty and imperious tone, with which the 
contents of the treaty were demanded of him; if 
the reſpect due to royal majeſty had been regarded, 
explanations might have been had without any 
difficulty : the miniſters of Spain might have ſaid 
frankly to thoſe of England, what che count de 
Fuentes, by the king's expreſs order, declares pub- 


- licly, viz. That the ſaid treaty is only a convention 
between the family of Bourbon, wherein there is no- 


thing which has the leaſt relation to the preſent war: 
that there is in it an article for the mutual guaran- 


ty of the dominions of the two ſovereigns; but it 
is ſpecified therein, that that guaranty is not to be 


un- 
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underſtood but of the gominions which ſhall re- 
main to France, after the preſent war ſhall be 
ended ; that although his Catholic majeſty might 


have had reaſon to think himſelf offended by the 


irregular manner in which the memorial was re- 
turned to M. de Buſly, minifter of France, which 
he had preſented of terminating the differences of 


Spain and England, at the ſame time with the war 


between this laſt and France; he has, however diſ- 
ſembled, and from an effect for his love of peace, 
cauſed a memorial to be delivered to my lord Briſtol, 
wherein it is evidently demonſtrated, that the ſtep 
of France, which put the miniſter Pitt into ſo bad 
a humour, did not at all offend either the laws of 
neutrality, or the ſincerity of two ſovereigns: that 
further, from a freſh proof of his pacific ſpirit, the 
king of Spain wrote to the king of France, his cou- 
fin, that if the union of intereſt in any manner retard- 
ed the peace with England, he conſented to ſeparate 
himſelf from it, not to put any obſtacle to ſo great 
a happineſs : but it was ſoon ſeen that this was only 
a pretence on the part of the Engliſh miniſter z 
for that of France continuing bis negotiation with- 
out making any mention of Spain, and propofing 
conditions very advantageous and honourable for 
England, the miniſter Pitt, to the great aſtoniſh- 
ment of the univerſe, rejected them with diſdain, 
and ſhewed at the {ame time his ill-will againſt 
Spain, to the ſcandal of the ſame Britiſh council; 

and 
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And unfortunately he has ſucceeded but too far in 


This declaration made, the count de Fuentes 
deſires his excellency my lord Egremont to preſent 
his moſt humble reſpects to his Britannic majeſty, 
and to obtain ſor him paſſports, and all other fa- 
cilities, for him, his family, and all his retinue, 
to go out of the dominions of Great Britain with-- 
£ aut any trouble, and to go by the ſhort paſſage 
of the ſea, which ſeparates them from the con- 
ſ „ | -tinent.” | | 
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